Castaheany Educate Together
School Newsletter
A Note from our principal, Sheila
I want to thank everyone for playing their part in
making this year such a success despite all the
challenges that were presented to us due to Covid19.
Firstly, to all our pupils, who came in every day with
smiles on their faces and accepted so easily that it
was a very different year!
To all our parents, grandparents and
guardians. Thank you for all your support and
cooperation, always playing a vital role in supporting
learning and keeping our school safe.
To our Board of Management and PTA for all their
hard work, support and commitment throughout
the year.
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To all our staff who juggled all their own
commitments and extra pressures due to Covid-19
with their total dedication to their work. Each and
every one of our teachers, SNAs, Tina and Berni have
worked hard together to find solutions to all the
challenges that were presented to us during the
year. Despite all the restrictions, and difficult
conditions, our staff managed to not only teach
effectively at school and from home, but also to
create an enjoyable and safe environment for
everyone.
A huge thanks to our Covid Committee, our InSchool management team, our Student Council,
Green Schools Committee and Sports Committee for
all their hard work.
With extra planning and hard work, we managed to
have many successful events during the year; Book
Fair, World Book Day, Storytelling by parents on
Zoom, Seachtain na Gaeilge, Sports Days (eight in
total!), class fun days / school tours, Biodiversity Day
of Action, School Marathon Relay and Music in the
Yard to name but a few! As you will read throughout
this newsletter, there have also been many great
achievements at class and school level.
We have many exciting things to look forward to
next term. While it looks like we may have to
operate under the same Covid-19 restrictions for the
time being, together we will make it work!
Well done everyone! Go raibh mile maith agaibh!

Sheila
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Richie’s Third Class
Richie's Third Class have been reading the novel 'The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe’.
We drew our own book covers that we would like to see on the book.

Kelly’s
Fourth
Class
Room 12 have been learning about
Pride in Ethical Education lately. We learned what the word
means, and all about different kinds of families. We learned the new skill weaving,
and made lovely rainbows to hang outside our classroom and brighten up the hallway for summer!
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Katie’s
Senior
School
Newsletter
Infants
Katie’s Senior Infants have been busy
creating ’Wanted’ posters (Aistear
Theme), Butterfly Art, and
Self-Portraits

Hazel’s Third Class

SPORTS DAYS
2021
A huge thanks to all the staff and
children who, with a lot of team
spirit and sense of good fun,
have all helped to make our
unique Sports Days (and as I
write, we're not quite finished
yet!) this year, great sporting
successes. Please check out
the website in the coming days
and weeks, as we continue to
upload some class photos from
their respective class days.
Maith sibh go léir!
Connor
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Sinéad’s
Sixth Class
Sixth Class Art
Take a look at some
of the great artwork
we have completed
recently in fabric
and
fibre
(Graduation
Tshirts) and clay
(frogs).
We are proud of our
achievements.

Junior Achievement
For the past four weeks, we have participated in a programme coordinated by Junior Achievement
Ireland called “Energize”. Science is vital for our daily lives, our environment, and our future. The aim
of the programme is to encourage students to continue with Science in Secondary School whilst
introducing pupils to possible career opportunities in the future. Owing to present Covid restrictions,
the programme was delivered virtually by our JAI facilitator Stephen each week through the platform
Zoom.
Each week our workshops focused on a different theme. We explored the following:
1.
My health, my well being
2.
Mystery and Maggie’s Manor – We became detectives helping to catch the culprit,
learning all about forensic science and we used chromatography to solve the crime.
3.
Safety first and learning about carbon monoxide
4.
‘Lightastic’ and making our own periscopes.
We looked forward to our Thursday sessions. Thank you, Stephen, for your fun and engaging lessons.
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Ailbhe’s
Fifth Class
In 5th class we have been very
busy working hard with our JAI
volunteer learning all about
engineering.
We
were
challenged to build a bridge
using only paper and sellotape
that would fit out A4 workbook
underneath and also hold a
500ml bottle of water. We had
great fun building the bridges in
our groups! Only 2 of them
managed to hold the water bottle.
Well done to the ‘Bord Ór’ and
‘Bord Bán’
who
built
the
strongest bridges. Here is a
collage of all our bridges
including the winners!

Aoife’s
First Class
First Class have been learning all
about 3D shapes and spatial
awareness in Maths this month.
We decided to incorporate some of
what we have been learning into
our Art lesson and create paper
sculptures.
We
used
our
imagination and created various
things from playgrounds to skate
parks to amusement parks to our
gardens and much more!
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Niamh’s
Senior Infants
Senior Infants have been
learning about pirates. Here
are some of our wanted
posters. Maith sibh!

Colm’s 2nd Class
Colm’s 2nd Class have had a very
busy last term. We finished and
painted our bunnies and birds,
made kites, designed leaflets for
lots of real and made-up
attractions and took part in Sports
Day. We also had a glorious day for
our school tour with visits from a
Zumba dance teacher and a
Kempo teacher and a delicious
picnic in Ongar Park.
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GREAT
NEWS FOR
JANA’S
CLASS!
Jana's First Class worked
extremely hard on their
Different Families, Same Love
competition entry and we were delighted to win 3rd Place! We won a
hamper of inclusive picture books and you can see them in the picture below. For our entry, we created our
own version of the poster using the Castaheany school yard and our families. We love listening to
educational podcasts, so we made our own too. You can see our poster and podcast here on the school's
Facebook pagehttps://www.facebook.com/104956624461725/videos/503585587660884

Fiona’s Junior Infants
Fiona's Junior
Infants have been
doing some
fantastic work in
school this term.
We have learned
lots of our sounds
now and we are
enjoying
practising our
reading and
writing skills.
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Dónal’s 6th Class
Dónal's 6th Class have been really busy getting ready for the end of primary school. We
really enjoyed an excellent Sports Day. We learned a great new way to play Hungry
Hippos! We did really fun science experiments and launched rockets powered by
effervescent Vitamin C tablets! We are all really looking forward to our school tour - a trip
to the cinema to see "Peter Rabbit 2"! Finally, our Zoom Graduation will take place next
Tuesday when we will wish a fond farewell to Castaheany ETNS.

George’s
Fourth
Class
Rith Rang George ó Mizen
Head go dtí Malin Head
(timpeall na scoile). Rith an
rang go léir 601km le chéile.
Thóg sé 30 lá.
George’s class ran from Mizen to
Malin Head (around the school).
The whole class ran 601km
together. It took 30 days. Well
done, George’s Class.
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Amazing news from the

Green School Committee
We have been successful in getting our Green Flag for Biodiversity. The
inspector was very impressed with all of the efforts and the extremely
knowledgeable members of the Committee. We should get the actual flag in
September and we are hoping to re-instate our flagpole to display our
amazing achievement.
Cara and Stafania wrote the winning Green Code which was part of our
application,
and
the
inspector was so impressed
with this work. This will be
displayed on our website
and Green School Display
Board.
The garden is looking
amazing at the moment and
the forest is starting to grow
already so make sure to
have a look if you can.
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Charlene’s Second Class
Charlene’s second class were learning about
Gender Equality during Castaheany
Fortnight. They created a ‘Castaheany Toys
Catalogue’ which included gender neutral
toys and included representations of the
diverse community in which we live.
They created projects based on their home
countries. They learnt about cultures
around the world. Their class can speak 22
languages!
Charlene’s second class also had a fantastic
school tour. We had a visit from a Martial
Arts Instructor and a Movement with Music
Instructor!
They created tie-dye t-shirts with positive
affirmations written on them. We are
learning how to develop our growth
mindset!

Sharon’s Junior Infants
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Andrea’s Fifth Class
During the month of May, 5th Class created a collaborative art project that we are all very proud of.

Summer Safety Tips from our School Mentor, Michael.
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STUDENT
COUNCIL
END OF
YEAR REPORT
by Pau 4th Class Student Council Rep

This year the student council meetings
were different because we couldn't all meet
together. We managed to meet a few times in
the hall 2 meters apart from each other.
This year the student council helped the PTA
launch a fundraiser for the outdoor classroom
and we brainstormed ideas for games and
activities for people to do outside in the yard.
We also recorded videos of children's views

and experience of lockdown and how they felt
about not going to school and not seeing their
schoolmates for so long.
Hopefully next year it will be back to normal
and we can do lots more things.
We all had such good fun and we raised a lot
of money.
Tiernan 4th Class Student Council Rep
drew a picture of the marathon fundraiser:
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“Castaheany running for cover:
School relay marathon”.
The PTA would like to thank the pupils,
parents, and staff for the success of the
school relay marathon fundraiser held on
Friday 21st May. We would also like to thank BYTEK
MPS for sponsoring the event. A special
thank you to Cledb and Junior who kindly
volunteered their time and energy to put
together the fantastic promotional video for
us all. We raised a total of €6112.62 This will
go towards the building of our new outdoor
classroom space. A HUGE
thanks to all those involved.

Come join us on the PTA
Castaheany PTA meet the 3rd
Monday of every month at 8pm
via Zoom. All parents and
guardians welcome to attend. We are always looking for
new members. Why not come along to our next meeting
to see what it’s all about. Our next meeting will be
Monday 20th September 2021.
The PTA can be contacted at parentsassociation@castaheanyetns.ie
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Gradam na Gaeilge
Awards were presented to our sixth class pupils
this week who have excelled in their spoken Irish
language.
The pupils have been working on developing their
conversational skills since we returned to school
after the Spring break. The awards were
presented on Monday by Sheila to the class
members who have significantly improved in their
overall oral Gaeilge. Everybody should be
commended for their efforts, and there were
many deserving winners,
Our overall winner in Sinead's class was Melany
and in Donal's class was Tanvee, both girls went
above and beyond in their efforts and were
ambassadors for the Irish language in their
classrooms.

Congratulations to our overall winners!
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As we enter the last few days of this school year,
we would like to say goodbye and thanks to all of
you and to wish you well over the summer break.
To our 6th Class parents who are now watching
their youngest child leave us and your time has
come to an end here at Castaheany we wish you
all the very best of luck and thank you for all your
support in your children’ s education during their
years here at Castaheany ETNS.
This has been a year like no other. A challenging
time for every member of the school community,
families students, teachers, SNAs, and all school
employees. But it was a time where everyone
seemed to come together and support each
other in a respectful and sensitive way. It was a
time that established the school community as a
real spirit that included and supported all
members. We really hope to get back to our
coffee mornings and classes and courses for
parents hopefully at some point in the next
academic year. We hope that you all stay safe
over the summer months and look forward to
welcoming each and everyone of you back
through the gates very soon!
Ruth

If you have changed your contact details, or
moved address, please drop a message to Tina in
the office, as it is so important that we have up
to date details on file for all our families.

